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What is the 
context for 
this class and 
the 
assignment?



OPTION 
1



OPTION 
2



Before 
they get 
to the 
project…



CULTURAL 
BACKGROUND

• As part of the course work prior to this project, students 
will have been introduced to works that map Saint 
Petersburg as a site for revolutionary thought. They will 
also read materials that will introduce them to the 
history of Odessa as a port city contact zone. 





Where and 
how this 
lesson plan 
fits into the 
course 
syllabus?

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/


Learning 
objectives and 
outcomes this 
lesson plan 
and 
assignment 
aim to achieve



Framing 
Concepts



MAPRR 
CONCEPT: 
AUTHOR



MAPRR 
CONCEPT: 
PLACE 
BASED 
CONCEPT



MAPRR 
CONCEPT: 
LOCATION

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/locations

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/locations


MAPRR 
EXPLORATION 
GUIDE FOR 
STUDENTS 



MAPRR 
EXPLORATION 
GUIDE FOR 
STUDENTS (#1) 

Visit the Mapping Imagined Geographies of 
Revolutionary Russia 1914-1922 website 
(http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu) and become 
familiar with the website’s layout. We will be 
focusing on the main identifiers used within the 
website: 

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/


MAPRR 
EXPLORATION GUIDE 

FOR STUDENTS (#2) 

• Start by exploring the actual physical map. Point out any 
particular geographical features of interest you find in 
any of the places shown in the map. 
(http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/locations) 

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/locations


MAPRR EXPLORATION 
GUIDE FOR STUDENTS (#3) 

After exploring the tags on the map, explore some of the 
terms related to authors. What kind of works do they come 
from? Prose? Poetry? What kinds of keywords are easily 
identifiable? Rarely used words? Commonly used words? In 
Akhmatova’s case, for instance, there is the poem «Это 
просто, это ясно…» (“This is Simple, This is Clear…” How 
simple and clear are the issues of which she speaks?). URL for 
Akhmatova’s poem: http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/works/12

As you read the poem, think of whether she constructs a 
geographic hierarchy based on the terms she uses. Which 
terms seem most important/relevant/highlighted?  

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/works/12


MAPRR EXPLORATION GUIDE FOR STUDENTS 
(#4)

Explore Anna Akhmatova’s corpus 
enclosed in MAPRR. While we are 
focusing on «Это просто, это 
ясно…» feel free to explore some 
of the other poems at: 
http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/wor
ks Search for: Akhmatova.
English translations are available 
in Judith Hemschemeyer’s The 
Complete Poems of Anna 
Akhmatova. 

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/works


MAPRR EXPLORATION GUIE FOR STUDENTS 
(#5)

• You can also further explore the 
use of individual terms by 
clicking on the hyperlinks 
included in the works cited in 
the database. 

Notice the way that 
geographic terms have 
already been 
hyperlinked in colors.



• Now that you have had an opportunity to explore some of the basic 
features of the MAPRR database, create a quick hierarchy of terms 
related to Odessa, and how they are reflected within the greater 
collection of works in the database…

MAPRR EXPLORATION GUIE FOR STUDENTS 
(#6)



Now, on to 
Odessa

Now you get to compare the Place Based Concepts that could relate to Odessa, and 
compare them to the concepts presented by Isaak Babel’ in his short story “How It Was 
Done in Odessa.” 

STEP 1: Find all data related to Odessa that you can find in MAPRR. What major figures 
are related to the city? What works were written in the city? By the authors from the 
city? 



NOW PREPARE YOUR OWN 
PLACE BASED 
CATEGORIZATIONS… 

After reading “How it Was Done in Odessa,” create 
your own category of Place Based Concepts brought 
forth by Babel’ in the story. Search here for PBC 
components that seem to fit Babel’s Odessa: 
http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/pbc_components
Compare and contrast repeated terms. Semantically, 
as they being used in the same manner? 
Prepare a digital exhibit using a platform of your 
choice to indicate your analysis to the semantic 
hierarchy of the Place Based Concepts you discover in 
your readings.  

http://maprr.iath.virginia.edu/pbc_components


WHAT SHOULD MY EXHIBIT INCLUDE?
Your digital exhibit should include:

A) A basic list of primary documents related to Babel’s life available in English. 

B) A basic list of helpful secondary sources.

C) A description of the terms you reference in MAPRR, and their overlay with 
Babel’s works.

D)How does Babel’s experience and use of the terms coincide with or differ 
from the use seen in the MAPRR database? How would you list them under the 
Place Based Components categories? 

E) What do Babel’s linguistic usages contribute to our understanding of the 
period of Revolutionary Russia covered in the database? 



AND LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, PREPARE AN EVALUATION THAT 
PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING EVALUTIONS… 

What is using MAPRR helping you see 
that was relatively invisible before, 
particularly when it comes to the link of 
geography and literary production?
How does comparing Babel’s work with 
other writers’ works help to show 
different perspectives of this period? 
What did you learn about the different 
ways that geography can become part of 
cultural and artistic memory, in this case 
about the port city of Odessa? 
Image: 1930 Tourist poster, 
http://retours.eu/en/39-intourist-USSR-
posters/



FINAL COMMENTS 
ON THE PROJECT…


